
       
 
Dear SDFA Families & Friends, 

Season’s Greetings!  Let me start this newsletter by 
extending my very best to each and every one of 
you!  I hope you are finding the best parts of this 
holiday season and enjoying them with friends and 
family.   

If you are not in the holiday spirit yet, you may 
want to take in one or more of the remaining 
holiday programs (please see the school calendar).  
After attending programs that have been held 
already, I can tell you it has worked for me. I 
haven’t smiled quite as wide or giggled as I did at 
watching our young performers.  

There is something magical about getting our 
students all dressed up and on the stage. In 
addition to some wonderful singing, dancing, and 
instrumental performances, I was impressed with 
student tumbling, the smooth moves of Elvis and 
his backup band as well as several costume 
changes by Principal Torrenga (A Penguin, Elvis, 
and a Duck Dynasty star complete with scraggly 
beard and camouflage)!    

Whether students knew the choreography or not, 
they made it work.  My attention was captured by 
one young lady who stood out with her shiny red 
dress and her embellished dance moves.  Her 
excitement for performing along with her 
classmates was so easy to see and to enjoy!   

After my own unsuccessful attempts to learn how 
to play a musical instrument, I can only imagine the 
task of teaching an entire orchestra or band.  The 
5th grade Orchestra Holiday Concert was simply 
outstanding! I stand in awe of Elementary 
Orchestra Director Jessica Gary and her colleagues 
as they put together high quality entertainment 
that showcases the many talents of our students!   
Their saintly patience and ability to pull the very 
best from our students to create memorable  
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performance experiences for students and their 
families is quite a feat.  Thanks to each of the 
faculty and staff members who have helped 
prepare students for these very special programs.  

In addition to the performances by our students, 
there is an undeniable swell of abundant pride in 
the room.  You can spot it in the faces of parents, 
grandparents, teachers and the directors!  It’s just 
as heartwarming as the performances themselves. 
The holiday spirit is easy to catch as we come 
together to celebrate our children at this exciting 
time of year.  Quite frankly, there is an 
undisputable sense of goodness whenever we come 
together on behalf of our community’s 
children…not just during the holidays, but all year 
long! Happy Holidays! 

   Wishing you the very best now and always! 
   ~ Jeff Zaspel, Superintendent 

 

 
 
 

 

Your Input is Needed! 

REFERENDUM, APRIL 1, 2014 
You have likely heard that the School District is 
maximizing its community resources to help develop the 
referendum structure that will go before voters on April 
1, 2014.  During the months of November and 
December, the Board of Education worked with two 
community groups to learn about the fiscal challenges 
facing the School District.  The process designed by the 
Board of Education included a group of nine financial 
leaders in the community followed by a cross-section 
group of 18 community members.  Information related 
to the work of both community groups, including the 
presentations they reviewed has been posted on our 
website at www.fortschools.org under REFERENDUM 
INFORMATION.  

The School District of Fort Atkinson is committed to delivering 

the quality opportunities and services each student needs to 

achieve his or her academic and personal potential. 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
Winter Break: Dec. 23 – Jan. 1 

Classes Resume on Thursday, Jan. 2 
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After being briefed on the successes and challenges that 
the District has experienced since the last referendum as 
well as a projected look at the challenges that lie ahead, 
the groups selected two referendum structure 
recommendations to be forwarded to the Fort Atkinson 
community.  Committee members confirmed and 
applauded the Board’s intention to engage the 
community and allow all community members an 
opportunity to provide feedback to the Board of 
Education prior to its vote to finalize the referendum 
question in January.   

The community groups sent the following 
recommendations to be considered by the Board of 
Education: 

 OPTION A = $1.75 million annually for three 
years that requires the School District to make 
up to $339,132 in reductions and results in no 
estimated property tax increase over the next 
three years. 

 OPTION B = $1.9 million annually for three years 
that requires the School District to make up to 
$189,132 in reductions and results in an 
estimated property tax increase of $20 each 
year for the next three years on an average 
home ($175,000). 

The next step in this process involves everyone reading 
this article as well as all other community members.  The 
Board of Education recently launched a community-wide 
survey giving everyone an opportunity to share their 
thoughts on these referendum options.  The survey is 
available at  www.surveymonkey.com/s/FORTfeedback.   
The survey is also available in paper format at any of the 
main offices in the Fort Atkinson public schools.  Paper 
copies of the community survey are also available at the 
Dwight Foster Public Library and the Fort Atkinson 
Municipal Building.  Completed paper surveys may be 
returned to the Luther Administration Building at 201 
Park Street, Fort Atkinson, or at any of the Fort 
Atkinson’s public schools’ main offices. 

During the busy month of December, I would ask that 
you take a few minutes and share your thoughts with 
the Board of Education.  You are always welcome to 
contact me at our District Office 563-7807 or by email: 
zaspelj@fortschools.org.  The greater amount of 
feedback secured will assure that the Board of Education 
forwards a referendum question to our community that 
is mutually beneficial and 
helps us to preserve the 
quality programs and 
services we enjoy today.   

 

Fort Atkinson High School  

1st Semester Exams 

First semester exams are scheduled for 
January 21, 22 & 23.  The Commons and 

IMC will be open for students to study during the 
periods they do not have an exam.  Although 
students are encouraged to stay and study during 
exam periods in which they do not have class, 
students are only required to attend school during 
scheduled exam periods during the three days of 
exams.  Students will not be allowed in the halls 
during exam periods.  The following schedule will be 
used:   

Time Jan. 21 Jan. 22 Jan. 22 

7:50-9:05 Hr. 1 Hrs. 4/5-5/6 Hr. 10 
9:25-10:40 Hr. 2 Hrs. 6/7-7/8 Hr. 11 
11:00-12:15 Hr. 3 Hr. 9  

 

Superintendent’s  
Parent Advisory Meetings 

 

You are invited to attend Superintendent’s Parent 
Advisory Meetings hosted by the superintendent 
on the second Wednesday of each month. 
Meetings are held at the Luther Administration 
Building in Conference Room A (upstairs) from 4:00 
to 5:00 p.m.  This one hour meeting is a great way 
to receive answers to your questions and to share 
your ideas and opinions.   
     
Please consider joining us for a Superintendent’s 
Parent Advisory Meeting for the 2013-14 school 
year.  Your input and ideas are very important and 
valued.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WEATHER RELATED SCHOOL  
CLOSINGS & CANCELLATIONS 

The District utilizes an automated calling system 
to let you know of weather related cancellations.  

In addition, notifications will be posted on our 
website, announced on WFAW (940 AM) and 

reported by local TV stations. 
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